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Why was guayule—only natural 
rubber source in U. S.—curtailed in 
acreage? 

* * * 

Auto radios are technically frozen 
under Order L-265, but amendment 
is in process to exclude them. 

+ + * 


Why didn’t OPA provide for thor- 
ough cancellation of gas coupons 
in the first place, thereby avoiding 
their re-use through thefts from 
filling stations? 

* * * 
Sales in °46 

Assuming that 1946 will be the 
first normal postwar year with 
reasonably full employment, U. S. 
department of commerce forecasts: 

New auto sales will total $5,718,- 
000,000 (about 6,000,000 cars), almost 
twice the 1940 figure. 


* * * 


Food for Thought 


The secretive international food 
conference won't lack food, judging 
from the opening night’s dinner 
menu which included among other 
things: 

Crabmeat cocktail, lobster, 
chicken guinea hen, new potatoes, 
ice cream, coffee, et al. 

» ag * 


One Tongue, Too 


American and British soldiers 
are doing a little lend-leasing on 
language, too, Prime Minister 
Churchill told Congress last week. 

High commands in Africa have 
adopted “truck” in place of “lorry,” 
and “petrol” instead of “gasoline.” 
Which looks like a smart exchange. 

* a” * 


The Way Is Up! 


In the opinion of leading parts 
and equipment manufacturers, who 
are members of the Automotive 
Advertisers Council, dealer mor- 
tality due to the war has just 
about spent itself. 

It was predicted that the mor- 
tality rate will be no greater than 
in peacetime, while service busi- 
ness is definitely on the upgrade 
to stay. 


* * * 


Don’t Sell Short! 


Philadelphia Automobile Trade 
Assn. last week advised its mem- 
ber dealers not to “sell any part 
of your inventory short, because 
the market in the immediate 
future will exceed your fondest 
, expectations.” 

With a relatively small amount 
of the huge national wage and 
salary income drained off as taxes, 
it was stated that this piling up of 
excess dollars would mean that 
the motor-minded American public 
will lean toward automobiles as 


_ never before. 


* * * 


While Rome Burns... 

While legitimate dealers are be- 
ing forced out of market, here’s one 
illustration of how others can beat 
OPA’s 
prices: 

In West Virginia a farm truck 
was up for auction, and the price 
was bid up to the OPA ceiling of 
$875. The owner wasn’t satisfied, 
so the resourceful auctioneer told 
his audience: “Let’s put a cow in 
the truck and let you boys bid 
on the truck and cow together.” 

As a result, so the story goes, 
the sale price went up to $1,400, al- 
though the cow wasn’t worth more 
than $100. 


ceilings on used. truck 
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Pleasure Driving Banned in East 


Gas Crisis, Failure of ‘Honor System’ Blamed; No Cut in Coupon Values; 
Jeffers Optimistic But Mileage Rationing is Seen Until 1945; 
Auto Companies’ 1942 Net Income Drops to 4.5% 


To meet a gasoline crisis, OPA last 

Pleasing-Driving week reinstated the ban on pleasure- 
Ban Reinstated driving in 13 Eastern states, effective 
On East Coast May 20. A similar ban, put into effect 
in January, was lifted in March under 

an “honor system” and a 50 percent cut in the value of 
A coupons. Traffic checks have shown the system ineffec- 
tive, with the result that OPA last week called on its 
investigators and local police to resume “snooping” to 
catch violators. OPA said it does not contemplate further 
cuts in the value of A, B or C coupons, but it was indicated 
the pleasure-driving ban may be extended later to Midwest. 

Although supply of oil to the East Coast showed: a 
slight gain last week for the first time in several weeks, 
OPA said increased military and farm-tractor demands 
combined to make the situation critical. Under the latest 
ban, gasoline may be used only for trips connected with 
the motorist’s occupation or with family or personal 
necessity. Police and investigators are instructed to stop 
and question suspected violators, with hearings and pos- 
sible revocation of ration books as penalties. States 
affected are New England, New York, New Jersey, Dela- 
ware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, eight eastern 
counties of West Virginia and District of Columbia. 

xk 

Although optimistic that all syn- 
thetic rubber plants will be operating 
by the end of 1943, Rubber Czar Wil- 
liam Jeffers said last week that ‘“‘non- 
essential drivers cannot expect new 
tires for a long time,” at least not before the end of 1944, 
indicating that mileage rationing would continue probably 
until 1945. In his third progress report, Jeffers declared 
that 5,000,000 synthetic tires and 7,000,000 pre-war tires 
would be available in 1943, while 30,000,000 new passenger 
car tires are planned for 1944 . . . “a minimum replace- 
ment program.” 

Jeffers report that the nation’s stockpile of rubber 
would decline to 142,000 tons by the end of 1943 did not 
vary greatly from OWI’s controversial estimate of 104,000 
tons, but is less than half of the 300,000-ton total previ- 
ously estimated by a rubber-industry committee. Includ- 
ing about 400,000 tons of crude, the nation will have avail- 
able this year 751,000 tons of rubber, Jeffers said, with 
demand expected to total 609,000 tons. 

x kk 


Indicating that the heavy-duty tire 
problem still remains to be licked, 
Jeffers reported that while satisfac- 
tory passenger car casings can be 
made entirely of buna-s, as much as 
30 percent crude is required for heavy-duty truck, bus and 


Jeffers Optimistic 
But Foresees No 
Letup in Rationing 


Heavy-Duty Tire 
Problem Remains 
To Be Licked 


News in Brief 


Warns Rails 

BUFFALO. — The time has 
come for railroads to look upon 
truckers as their friends and 
not their enemies, Joseph B. 
Eastman, chairman of ODT, 
told the Central Railway Club 
here. The railroads “might as 
well live with that form of 
transportation and use it,” he 
declared, and “if you carry on 
guerrilla warfare you will be 
beaten in the long run when 
the motor carrier industry and 
its employes become as well 
organize’. as the railroads.” 


Pipeline Broken 
LITTLE ROCK.—Floods rav- 
aging the Midwest broke the 


“Big Inch” oil pipeline near here 
last week. The damage, caused 
by the overflowing Arkansas 
River, was not ascertained im- 
mediately but valves were 
closed, shutting off the flow of 
oil from Texas to Illinois. 


U. S. Ownership Hit 


WASHINGTON. — Eighteen 
airlines made it clear last week 
that they oppose any form of 
federal participation in their 
ownership or management. In 
answer to questions posed by 
the Civil Aeronautics Board, 
they also voiced objection to 
unrestricted sale of military 
craft converted to peacetime 
use. 


Why You Shouldn’t Sell 
Cars to the RFC 


As July 1 draws near, AUTOMOTIVE NEWS assumes 
that most dealers have made up their minds on what 
they intend to do with new cars still on hand after that 
date. Except in a few isolated cases, we cannot believe 
that any dealers will sacrifice future profits and service 
potential by disposing of any remaining new cars to the 
RFC after July 1. 

AUTOMOTIVE NEwsS is not acting in the capacity of 
salesman for RFC, for that federal agency has fully 
agreed to buy dealer cars after July 1 and has the 
wherewithal to do so. But we do believe it would be fool- 
hardy for dealers to sell their cars to RFC unless extreme 
circumstances dictated, in view of the following: 

OPA’s intentions to release all frozen cars by the 

end of 1943. 

Dealers will be allowed to add the monthly price 

increment at least until Jan. 1, thereby taking care of 
storage, etc. 

3 The tradeins obtained on new-car sales will provide 
another source of revenue to help dealers exist. 

4 By selling remaining new cars in his territory, a 
dealer will thereby increase his service and goodwill 

potential. 

If worse came to worse, and a dealer is forced to 
quit after July 1, we wonder if it would not be better for 
that dealer to sell any remaining new cars to another 
dealer, at the fair retail price, permitting that dealer to 
gain the monthly increment, at least, and possibly a 
potentially-profitable tradein. 


combat tires. Jeffers asserted that synthetic plants operat- 
ing under construction in the U. S. and Canada have a 
rated capacity of 850,000 tons annually. 

At present, of the 84 separate units making up the 48 
plants in the program, 27 already are in operation. This 
year will see the production of 254,000 tons of synthetic, 
he said, while 1944 will see 750,000 tons produced. U. S. 
will import 54,000 tons of crude in 1943 and 74,000 tons in 
1944, while there is still a two-year supply of scrap rubber 
available in this country for recapping purposes, Jeffers 
reported. 

xk * 


Considerable apprehension exists in the 
automotive industry over possible 
further curtailment or cancellation of 
war contracts, particularly for tanks, 
trucks and certain types of guns, due 
to substantial stocks of such items and because of clogged 
shipping. Several months ago production of these items 
were cut back considerably, but increased output of tank 
destroyers made up in part for the slice. 

_ With increased shipping bottoms, as indicated in Prime 
Minister Churchill’s address before Congress last week, it 
is possible that movement of the stockpiled items will be 
speeded up considerably and thereby delay further cur- 
tailment of production. However, the spectre of the govern- 
ment’s closing of International Harvester’s tank plant last 
month still hangs over automotive companies. 


xk * 


In marked contrast with peacetime, net 
income after taxes of automotive com- 
panies fell to 4.5 percent of sales in 
1942, the year of complete conversion 
' to war production, according to an an- 
alysis of 1942 annual reports. In the preceding year, net 
income was 6.7 percent and in 1940 it reached 8.3 percent 
of net sales, it is revealed in a survey by the Automotive 
(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 


War Contract 
Cancellations 
Worry Industry 


Auto Companies’ 
°42 Net Income 
Drops to 4.5% 
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Trade-In Conditions Hit... 


OPA Warns Dealers 
On 85’ Violations 


WASHINGTON. — Dealers who 
require new-car buyers to agree 
to turn in used cars as part pay- 
ment or to purchase unwanted ac- 
cessories, are violating provisions 
of the price schedule on new auto- 
mobiles, Office of Price Administra- 
tion warned last week. 

Reports that some dealers, who 


Truck Dealers 
Unite to Fight 
Price Ceilings 


BOSTON.—A group of commer- 
cial vehicle-dealers has been or- 
ganized in Boston, comprising a 
number of the larger operators 
whose aim is to seek some modi- 
fications of OPA regulations on 
used truck prices. 

It was the concensus of opin- 
ion expressed at the first meet- 
ing, that the present regulations 
make it impossible for a dealer 
to operate and continue supply- 
ing reliable transportation equip- 
ment to war industries. 

Officers elected were Samuel J. 
Freedman, president; Warren E. 

McCarthy, treasurer; Paul A. Ous- 
back, secretary; Edward J. De- 
veney, Albert J. Oliver, John Karas, 
Samuel Schutzer and Harry Wyner, 
executive committee. 


Texas Dealers 


Meet May 24 


SAN ANTONIO. — Plans have 
been completed for the 27th an- 
nual convention of the Texas Auto- 
motive Dealers Assn., to be held 
in Fort Worth on May 24. 

A one-day meet, only one speaker 
will be featured on the program, 
the remainder of the day being 
given over to an open forum of 
current problems effecting auto- 
motive merchandising. This will 
include price limit on used car 
sales, the labor situation as _ it 
effects automotive service, and 
other timely subjects. 

Officers of the association are: 
H. B. Ransom, Fort Worth, presi- 
dent; W. A. Williamson, San An- 
tonio, first vice - president and 
general manager; Earl B. Hunt, 
Beeville, second vice-president, and 
Ira L. McColister, Ballas, third 
vice-president. Headquarters of the 
association in this city. 


OADA Names Lyon 


NADA Representative 

CLEVELAND.—Board of trustees 
of the Ohio Automobile Dealers 
Assn. have named George Lyon, of 
Central Chevrolet, Inc. and Central 
Cadillac, Inc., Cleveland, as director 
for Ohio to the National Automo- 
bile Dealers Assn. 


Willys Denies Jeep Ads 


Contain False Claims 

TOLEDO. — Joseph Frazer, 
president of Willys - Overland 
Co., said last week that his 
company made no false claims 
in advertising its jeep as the 
Army’s standard one - quarter - 
ton automobile and “that the 
jeep car now used by the Army 
is manufactured on the basis 
of designs and blueprints be- 
longing to Willys-Overland.” 

Frazer said that his company 
made no claim to be the first 
manufacturer to build a jeep. 
He explained that Ford Motor 
Co. and Bantam Car Co. also 
manufactured a jeep car at one 
time. 

“But Army officials selected 
our model as the best after 
tests,” he said, “and the jeep 
car Ford is making now is de- 
signed from Willys - Overland 
blueprints.” 

He said the claims made in 
the company’s jeep advertising 
were approved by the War de- 
partment and that he is pre- 
paring an answer to the Federal 
Trade Commission which chal- 
lenged Willys-Overland’s claim 
that it designed the jeep now 
in use. 


have 1942 cars on hand which are 
part of the nation’s stockpile of 
cars, are imposing such restric- 
tions have reached OPA and are 
being investigated, it was said. 
Such conditions by a dealer, OPA 
said, are evasions of OPA Revised 
Price Schedule No. 85 which states: 
“No buyer of a new passenger 
automobile shall be required, as 
a condition of the sale, to agree 
to purchase any equipment other 
than standard equipment as de- 
fined by the manufacturer, or any 
after-delivery services ... Nor 
shall any buyer ... be required 
. . . to agree to transfer to the 
seller of a used car, in part pay- 
ment of the purchase price.” 
Furthermore, the regulation re- 
quires that a statement to this 
effect be posted in a conspicuous 
place on the dealer’s premises, OPA 
pointed out. 


Truck Load Limit 
May be Raised 
In Alabama 


MONTGOMERY, Ala.—Bills in- 
creasing Alabama’s truck load limit 
from 30,000 to 55,000 pounds have 
been reported favorably in both 
branches of the state legislature 
here. 

The proposed legislation had been 
aired at a joint meeting of the 
committees on public roads and 
highways. The House committee 
reported the bill without amend- 
ment, but the Senate committee 
added a provision that the in- 
creased load limit remain in effect 
only as a duration measure. 

Railroad representatives, who 
lobbied strongly against the bill 
during the committee hearing, 
urged the committee not to make 
the proposal permanent. 

Appearing for the bill at the 
hearing were Bob Goode, former 
legislator, now head of the Motor 
Vehicle Assn. of Alabama; Robin 
Swift, director of highways, and 
Ed Rogers, assistant highway di- 
rector. 


Court Frees 


Dealer Agent 


PHILADELPHIA.—A representa- 
tive of an Atlanta automobile dealer, 
arrested early last month for 
alleged illegal possession of gaso- 
line ration books, was freed last 
week by U. S. Commissioner Nor- 
man J. Griffin, who censured OPA 
agents for what he called their 
“highly irregular procedure.” 

Lamar Washington, according to 
his attorney, had been staying at a 
local hotel while he bought cars 
here for delivery to the Atlanta 
firm. OPA agents, when they made 
the arrest, charged that Washing- 
ton hired men to drive the more 
than 700 miles to Atlanta and in- 
structed them to obtain special 
supplementary gasoline rations 
from boards along the way, on a 
plea of emergency. In this way, 
they said, he diverted needed gaso- 
line to illicit channels. He possessed 
improperly issued ration books 
when arrested, it was said. 

Griffin, asserting that Washing- 
ton had been “deprived of his 
rights,” released the defendant 
after hearing his attorney charge 
that Washington had been “illegally 
detained by the OPA, refused the 
opportunity of consulting with his 
employer and held against his will 
from Wednesday to Friday of last 
week, when a warrant was finally 
issued for his arrest.” 

Terming the case “a grave prob- 
lem,” Griffin stated that he would 
send a transcript of the case “to 
the U. S. attorney and the senior 
judge of the U. S. District Court.” 

“The laws are made for the pro- 
tection of the people,” he said, 
“but there doesn’t seem to be 
respect for the laws when such 
violations as these occur. The 
policies demonstrated by the OPA 
are not a healthy solution to 
present problems, and I hope those 
responsible will gain wisdom from 
what happened here today.” 


Dealer Regiments 
Make History 


The colorful story of the 301st 
and 302nd Ordnance regiments 
. . . which have made military 
history . . . will be told in the 
June 7 issue of AUTOMOTIVE 
News, 

Photos of the regiments, which 
were recruited by auto dealers 
in record-breaking time, also 
will be published. 


e e o 
Tire Firms Fight 
e 
Ellender Bill; 
9 
Deny ‘Monopoly 

DETROIT.—The Senate Commit- 
tee on Small Business heard the 
manufacturers’ side of the rubber 
tire question last week. Two wit- 
nesses, representing Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Co. and B. F. Goodrich 
Co., both informed the committee 
in business-like terms of their 
conviction that the proposed Ellen- 
der bill, designed to protect the 
interests of the independent tire 
dealers, would not do the job for 
which it was intended. Moreover, 
they declared that the dealers 
needed no such protection. 

The Ellender bill, sponsored by 
the Senate Committee on Small 
Business, would channel all sales 
and services of tires to the inde- 
pendents in the automotive in- 
dustry. So-called company - owned 
stores, by its terms, would dis- 
continue their retail operations, 
but could go on as wholesalers 
to the independent trade. 

Last week’s witnesses were C. 
S. Osmun, manager, Tire Sales de- 
partment, Goodyear, and J. W. 
Keener, director, business research, 
Goodrich. 

Both Osmun and Keener read 
carefully - prepared statements in 
opposition to the proposed legisla- 
tion. Osmun, at the outset, declared 
that it was the opinion of the 
Goodyear company that the bill 
“reflects an entirely new idea in 
legislation in this country by pro- 
posing that only certain persons 
may engage in a particular type 
of retail] merchandising business.” 
It was his conception that laws 
designed to give protection to 
small business enterprises should 
be of general application to all 
types of business, and if a par- 
ticular type is to be singled out 
for statutory protection, then, “we 
believe it should be a type actually 
in distress.” 

Keener asserted that the measure 
involved “uneconomic principles.” 
He made a blanket denial for his 
company of monopolistic practices 
or intensions, adding that the com- 
pany stores operated by the Good- 
rich concern were “established to 
supplement dealer distribution, not 
to replace it.” 


“Dealers Tell Me,” 4 John O. Munn, 
is an open forum for the expression of 
dealers’ opinions. 


On_Labor Front: 


NLRB Ruling Clarification 
Sought by Foremen 


By Sydney J. Keith 
Associate Editor 

DETROIT.— Robert H. Keys, 
president of the Foremen’s Assn. 
of America (independent), jour- 
neyed to the nation’s capital last 
week in quest of clarification of a 
recent NLRB ruling which denied 
collective bargaining rights to 
unions comprising supervisory em- 
ployes. 

The ruling was handed down by 
the board in the case of a fore- 
men’s union organized on the East 
Coast. It affected approximately 
12,000 members of Keys’ associa- 
tion in several important war 
plants here. 

Keys’ Washington junket was 
seen as Move No. 2 in his fight to 
keep the association on the na- 
tional labor map since NLRB’s 
decision. He had previously con- 
ferred with Philip Murray, presi- 
dent of the CIO, and R. J. Thomas, 
UAW-CIO head, in Cleveland. It 
is understood here that Murray 
rejected any possible move where- 
by the foremen would be taken 
under the wing of either organiza- 
tion. 

* * * 
15,000 Workers Idle 

A total of 15,000 war workers 
were idle in Detroit at press time 
Thursday as a result of a walkout 
at the Chrysler, Dodge and Kelsey- 
Hayes plants. It was expected that 
additional thousands would remain 


Ala. Dealers Fight 
Advalorem Tax 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— Whether 
cars frozen in the hands of dealers 
should be subject to advalorem 
taxes is a question that has come 
up recently in Alabama. Several 
counties are trying to collect the 
tax, which runs as much as $52 for 
a car selling for $1,500. 

Dealers contend that the tax 
should not be imposed, and at the 
instance of the Automobile Dealers 
Assn. of Alabama, Senate Bill 156 
has been introduced in the legis- 
lature to exempt dealers and other 
agencies from payment of advalor- 
em taxes on automobiles, tires and 
all frozen stocks. 


CWN Truck Tire Records 


May Now Be Filed 


WASHINGTON.—Office of De- 
fense Transportation last week 
exempted fleet operators of com- 
mercial motor vehicles from the 
provisions of General Order ODT 
No. 21, which require that tire rec- 
ords be kept on the back of the 
operator’s Certificate of War 
Necessity. 

ODT warned, however, that fleet 
operators must maintain the re- 
quired records elsewhere. 


Gasoline Revenues Drop 
80 Percent Since Rationing 


WASHINGTON.—G as oline tax 
collections for February and March 
in 16 eastern states indicate the 
effect of a ban on pleasure driving 
on motor fuel revenues, already 
reduced by local shortages and the 
general mileage rationing program. 

February and March collections 
for January and February driving 
in 13 eastern states were 44.7 and 
44.2 percent, respectively, below col- 
lections for the same months in 
1942, according to the Federation 
of Tax Administrators. 

Since the pleasure driving ban 
in these states was in effect during 
January and February only, the 
figures reflect a reduction in state 
revenues which might result from 
a nationwide ban. The remainder of 
the 46 states reported gas tax col- 
lections only 38 and 29 percent 
below figures for the same months 
last year. 

The overall reductions, when 
compared with the general trend 
in collections since gasoline ration- 
ing began a year ago, would indi- 
cate that gas tax revenue losses 
were leveling off and stabilizing at 


; 29 unrationed 


between 30 and 40 percent under 
collections before rationing. 
Following are figures showing 
monthly decreases in state gasoline 
tax collections in comparison to 
collections of the same months of 
the previous year: 
June 
—16 
—l1 
—22 
Aug. 
—14 
— 8 
—24 
Oct. 
—21 
—15 
- 34 


40 states 
27 unrationed 
13 rationed 


45 states 
16 rationed 


40 states 
27 unrationed 
13 rationed 

Dec. 
44 states —10 39 states* 
29 states — 3 24 states** 
15 states*** —25 15 states*** 
Feb. 
—38 


—36 
March 
—29 
—22 
- 44 


46 states* 
30 states** —35 
16 states*** ~ 44 
*All rationed states. 
**Newly-rationed states. 
***Originally-rationed states. | 


away from their jobs at the five 
plants involved. 

Termed a “protest,” and not a 
strike, by union officials, they were 
nevertheless warned that such ac 
tion runs directly against the 
union’s no-strike pledge to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 

* *« * 


Push . Antistrike Vote 


Despite many letters of opposi- 
tion from persons high in the gov- 
ernmental picture, the House Mili- 
tary Affairs committee last week 
displayed determination to force 
a House vote on the Connally- 
Smith antistrike bill. The com- 
mittee had already approved the 
legislation by the decisive vote of 
21 to 0. 

The bill would prohibit strikes in 
government-operated industries, 
require annual financial and mem- 
bership statements from _ labor 
unions, and would give the War 
Labor Board subpena powers. 


Ore. Dealers Lash 
At Proposed 
U. C. Ceiling 


PORTLAND, Ore.—Portland car 
dealers are unanimously opposed 
to used car price ceilings, and 
are bitterly critical of the used 
truck price ceiling regulation. 

George B. Wallace, president of 
the Oregon Automobile Dealers 
Assn., and H. B. Roberts, presi- 
dent of the Automobile Dealers 
Assn. of Portland, declare “Port- 
land dealers want no used car 
ceilings, particularly after their 
experience with the truck ceiling 
order. 

“But if ceilings on used cars are 
inevitable, and OPA is determined 
to clamp them on the trade re- 
gardless of need, then we want 
ceilings that will reflect market 
conditions and permit the free 
movement of cars into war indus- 
try centers where shortages are 
becoming acute. 

“Further, we insist that before 
any such regulation becomes effec- 
tive, the government will be pre- 
pared to stop black markets opera- 
tion through controls involving 
rationing of gasoline, title, trans- 
fers, etc. Dealers also object to a 
reconditioning guarantee that in- 
vites friction and law-suits, as 
would that part of the proposed 
regulation as offered to dealers for 
discussion. 

“The used truck price regulation 
has stopped all sales by dealers— 
the few transactions of record be- 
ing person-to-person, which ignore 
price ceiling. Portland truck deal- 
ers want amendments so _ that 
ceilings will reflect the market, 
the reconditioning guarantee be 
eliminated, current freight charges 
apply to all year models, dealers 
encouraged to stay in business by 
a 25 percent markup for overhead 
and sales expense, and rationing 
by local ODT offices,” Wallace and 
Roberts said. 


“Above all, car and truck dealers 
ask for the opportunity to make 
enough money to keep them busy 
at their wartime job of serving 
essential transportation.” 


Cadillac Ups Browne, 


Flanagan and Murray 


DETROIT.—D. E. Ahrens, Cad- 
illac general sales manager, an- 
nounced last week that J. A. 


Browne, comptroller of the 
Chicago branch, has been ap- 
pointed manager of the division’s 


-| business management department. 


Browne succeeds James M. Roche, 
now director of personnel. 

Roland A. Flanagan, formerly 
of the New York branch, is now 
Eastern representative of the de- 
partment, replacing H. B. J. Hutft, 
who has been appointed Atlanta 
district manager. Frederick Mur- 
ray, formerly with another General 
Motors unit, was named Western 
representative. Murray takes the 
position held by Lt. B. F. Donovan, 
now of the U. S. Navy. 
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DEALER WANT AD DEPARTMENT 


A new service to Automotive News subscribers, reaching more than 12,000 automotive establish- 


. Willow Run Surpasses 
Production Goal 


DETROIT. — Within six weeks 

Ford Willow Run’s output of com- 

eted bombers will surpass that of 

onsolidated Aircraft, at present 

the largest producer of heavy 

pmbers, it was predicted last week 

Sy Edward L. Cushman, deputy 

_ district director for the War Man- 
Dwer Commission. 


Cushman, revealing that Willow 
Bun no longer is the chief man- 
Dwer problem of the WMC, said 
that Ford originally was asked to 
ild bomber parts for assembly 
sewhere, and that peak produc- 
tion on this contract was to have 
en met by August, 1943. Actually, 


. S. War Costs 
or April Over 


even Billion 


WASHINGTON. — War expendi- 
tures by the United States govern- 
ent during April amounted to 
»290,000,000, an increase of $178,- 
,400,000, or 3 percent over March. 
The daily rate of expenditures 
average $280,400,000 in April com- 
pared to $263,400,000 in March, an 
crease of 6 percent. The daily 
rate is based on the 26 days in 
“t@pril and the 27 days in March 
h which checks were cleared by 
the Treasury. 


@aFrom July, 1940, through April, 

943, $94,900,000,000 has been dis- 
‘pursed for war purposes by the 

ited States government. Expen- 
ditures by the Treasury and Re- 
onstruction Finance Corp. and its 
Absidiaries are covered by these 


figures. 
23 GM Divisions 
On Firepower 


DETROIT.—General Motors now 
iS the nation’s biggest producer 

firepower, it was revealed last 

ek. 

According to a survey taken, 23 
Meneral Motors divisions in the 
hited States and Canada are in 
Production on 15 different types 

weapons and assorted gun parts 
5Br the fighting forces of the 
United Nations. 


: 


tudson Doubling 


Piston Rate 


DETROIT.—Production by Hud- 
son Motor Car Co. of aluminum 
stons and parts for Wright Cy- 
bne airplane engines is currently 
running approximately 2% times 
f originally contemplated maxi- 
fum, and will continue to expand 
every month, it was announced last 
peek. Employment on this contract 
fas been boosted by some 50 per- 
ent since last October. 


he company said that about 30 
percent of the workers on the 
right contract are women, and 

imated that at the peak the per- 
centage of women workers on this 

b may mount to as high as 70 
percent. 


-_ 


can Road Damaged 


lightly by Thaws 
WHITEHORSE, Yukon Ter.— 
The spring thaw damaged the 
; . highway less than fear- 
bd, and already buses are seen 
deep in the heart of the north- 
nd. During the comparatively 
warm months ahead, Brig. Gen. 
lames A. O’Connor, chief of the 
nited States northwest service 
command, is confident the land 
pute to Alaska will become a 
hermanent year-round road. 
Many timber bridges, built by 
ngineer regiments as temporary 
tructures along the 1,600-mile 
road, withstood the full force of 
ver ice movements. Ferries 
» being used where bridges 
buckled. Buses restricted to 
tary and civilian construc- 
tion personnel, now operate 
pgularly from Dawson Creek 
U Whitehorse. 


he declared, this output schedule 
was reached in March of this year. 


Peak schedule for completed 
bombers was originally to have 
been reached in September, 1943, 
but actually it was reached in 
April. As a result, Cushman said, 
new production schedules have 
been set up. 

It has been known to newspaper- 
men for some time that production 
at Willow Run, long the butt of 
quips, had reached a point where 
Army release of the figures would 
be discomforting to the enemy, to 
say the least. 

In discussing the manpower prob- 
lem at the Willow Run plant, Cush- 
man said employment is gradually 
becoming stabilized and new hiring 
is keeping pace with requirements. 

However, he warned that the 
plant will need 17,000 more 
workers by fall and that, because 
the Detroit market is virtually 
dried up, most of these laborers 
must be imported from outside 
this area. 

Turnover in employment has de- 
creased from 11 percent to six per- 
cent, with military withdrawals 
dropping from 30 to nine percent 
due to the use of replacement 
tables. 


SWPC Offices 
Open in Detroit 


DETROIT.—Establishment of a 
Detroit regional office of Smaller 
War Plants Corp. to help spread 
war work among businesses dis- 
tressed by war conditions was 
announced last week. The SWPC 
region embraces all of Michigan 
and Lucas County (Toledo) in 
Ohio. 

A go-ahead for the government’s 
Smaller War Plants activities in 
this area was given by Brig. Gen. 
Robert W. Johnson, newly ap- 
pointed chairman of SWPC, who 
visited this area recently to in- 
spect conditions among distressed 
business. 

In launching SWPC in the state, 
Gen. Johnson named a board of 
directors to supervise regional 
activities. He assigned Thomas W. 
Moss, former motor car industry 
official and deputy regional chief 
of WPB, as new Detroit regional 
SWPC director. 

On the board of directors are 
Wendell Anderson, president, 
Bundy Tubing Co.; J. F. Verhelle, 
former officer of the Manufac- 
turers’ National Bank; John A. 
Lovett, general manager, Michigan 
Manufacturers Assn.; Willis Hall, 
industrial manager, Detroit board 
of commerce; Frank Rising, gen- 
eral manager, Automotive Parts & 
Equipment Manufacturers, Inc., 
and Chester A. Cahn, managing 
director, Automotive Tool & Die 
Manufacturers Assn. 


Auto-Lite Equips 
Tanks at Depot 


TOLEDO.—Although the Auto- 
Lite tank depot has been in opera- 
tion for many months, censorship 
has prevented news of its activi- 
ties. By permission of the War 
department some of the story now 
can be told. 

Organized and operated by Elec- 
tric Auto-Lite Co. under direction 
of the Cleveland Ordnance district, 
the depot’s primary job is the 
proper equipping and conditioning 
of tanks and other mechanized 
units for shipment over seas. 

At the time of Pearl Harbor, it 
had been taken for granted that 
fighting equipment would require 
rebuilding and reconditioning when 
it arrived at the battle front. But 
now when a tank leaves the depot, 
it is so equipped that 12 soldiers 
can have it rumbling towards 
battle within 20 minutes. 


Roche to New Post 


DETROIT.—James M. Roche has 
been appointed to the newly-created 
post of director of personnel for the 
Cadillac division by Nicholas Drey- 
stadt, general manager. 
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ments from Maine to California, an estimated 50,000 readers. Low rates: TEN CENTS (10¢) PER 
WORD per insertion or 25¢ per word for 3 insertions. Cash in advance. Count initials and groups 
of numbers as one word. Ads may be signed with your name and address at regular rates, but where 
replies are sent to “Box No....., Care Automotive News, Detroit” these words are FREE, and replies 
are forwarded, unopened, day received. Address: 


WANT AD DEPT., AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, DETROIT. 


HELP WANTED 


SS 
LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY — Wanted: 
Treasurer & Assistant General Manager 
for well established 20 year old Eastern 
Distributorship in city of over 750,000 
population. New modern plant. Good 
earning record including 1943. Applicant 
must be fully capable of relieving owner 
responsibility. Salary plus 
with agreement to purchase 1%, 
for $10,000 after six months trial. 
age and experience in detail. 
confidential. Write Box 426, c/o Auto- 
motive News, Detroit. 


FORD AGENCY PARTS CLERK and vul- 
canizer and recapper. Draft exempt. 
Good wages, steady work, transporta- 
tion furnished. Give experience and ref- 
erences in own hand writing. Ford 
Agency, Pocatello, Idaho. Box 419, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


available. Transportation for right man. 
Box 378, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


PARTS SALESMAN for garage and dealer 
trade; also experienced 
Chrysler Parts Wholesaler. 
fied applicants considered. 
Co., Minneapolis, Minn. 


MECHANICS, Automobile for largest Ford 
dealer in Northern California. $1.25 hr. 
for 40 hr. week and 1% rate for over- 
time. Ideal conditions, permanent job. 
Give full details experience, age, draft 
status, etc. Wm. L. Hughson Co., Inc., 
1200 Larkin St., San Francisco, Calif. 


METAL MEN, Automobile, for largest 
Ford dealer in Northern California. 
$1.37% hr. for 40 hr. week and 1% rate 
for overtime. Ideal conditions. Perma- 
nent job. Give full details experience, 
age, draft status, etc. Wm. L. Hughson 
Co., Inc., 1200 Larkin St., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 


PARTS MEN, Ford, for largest Ford 
dealer in Northern California. $1.00 hr. 
for 40 hr. week plus 1% rate for over- 
time. Give full details experience, age, 
draft status, etc. Ideal conditions, per- 
manent job. Wm. L. Hughson Co., Inc., 
1200 Larkin St., San Francisco, Calif. 


POSITION WANTED 


WASHINGTON REPRESENTATION, Cur- 
rent Government Activities; Priorities, 
Specifications, Awards, Data; Trade- 
Marks, Labels, Copyright, etc. Retainer, 
per Diem or Fee Basis. 20 Years Ex- 
perience in Research. H. C. Hallam, 
1331 G. Street, Washington, D. C. 


USED CARS WANTED 


WANTED—1941 or 1942 Cadillac sedanette 
with hydramatic drive. Must be clean 
with low mileage. Schmidlapp Motor 
Car Co., 3804 Montgomery Road, Nor- 
wood, Ohio. 


WILL BUY—late model clean choice used 


rado. Send lists and prices Airmail to 
Jesse M. Chase, Pocatello, Idaho. 


WANTED 1939 to 1941 Ford, Mercury 
& Chevrolets passenger cars. Send list 
and wholesale prices. Write Automobiles, 
P.O. Box 55, Griffin, Ga. 


TRUCES WANTED 


WANTED TO BUY: Milk Tank Trailer, 
1800 Gal. with Compartments. Wire 
Collect. WALRAVEN MOTOR SALES, 
501 N. Main Street, Marion, Ohio. 


WANTED NOW—Chevrolet Long or Short 
2 Speed Axle Trucks. Will buy outright 
or trade % Ton Stakes or Cab and Boxes. 
Substantial bonus for outright purchase. 
Write, wire or phone. HOWARD CRUM- 
LEY CHEVROLET COMPANY, Shreve- 


Kindly insert the following 


tions. 


~ 


a 


Si 
Address 


ee ee eee nea reer ane ee 
~ 
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USED CARS FOR SALE | 


TRUCKS, CARS and BUSES for sale. | 
150 to 200 40’s to 42’s. All makes and 
models on hand at all times. Ben Fishel 
Auto Company, 2114 Sycamore, Cairo, 
Illinois. (Phone 127). 


IMMEDIATE SALE fifty 1941 Chevrolet 
and fifty 1941 Plymouth two-door and 
four-door sedans; also 40 1941 Dodge 
sedans and 30 dump trucks. All models, 
all cars in excellent condition. Excellent 
tires. Delivery Drivers Available. Box 
397, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


CAB BUYERS NOTICE: 140, 1940 and 
1941 Fords and Plymouths available. 
Very attractively priced. If interested, 
write Box 422 Automotive News Dealer, 
c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


FOR SALE: 41 Chev. 5-pass. coupe body 


and upholstery. New 42 Cheve truck 
cab, painted, leather trim. 39 Buick 
**40’’ coupe body, motor and rear end 
complete. 37-38-39 Cheve Town Sedan 
bodies. 37-38 Ford bodies. Write, 
Willis Garage, Mercer, Pa. 


INDIANA’S BUSIEST WHOLESALERS 


offer 275 late model, low mileage used 
cars, practically every make or model. 
Also large stock used cars in all makes. 
Visit and profit by Downtown Nash 
Sales, Inc., ‘‘Another Bogda _ Store,’’ 
1018 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. 


Buick Dealer 
Will Buy New Cars 


OR WILL SELL THEM FOR 
YOU AT LIST ON A REASON- 
ABLE COMMISSION 


Howard Sole Buick 
4th and Grand, Des Moines, Ia. 


(a 


WANTED OBSOLETE SPRINGS Truck or 
Passenger car, 


FOR SALE—One Model T Ford cylinder 
block. M. L. Mathes, 610 Toledo Trust 
Building, Toledo, Ohio. 


DEALERS—If you need, or have for sale, 
any obsolete parts for cars and trucks, 
why not advertise in Automotive News’ 
Want Ad Dept.? It brings results. 


NEW CARS WANTED 


OHIO DODGE-PLYMOUTH direct factory 
dealer wants new Dodge & Plymouth 
cars and used cars also. Send list, body 
type and prices. Write Box 418, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


WANTED TO BUY, New 1942 Pontiac 
cars. The Roth Motor Sales Company, 
1310 Cherry Street, Toledo, Ohio. 


WILL PAY TOP PRICES for new Dodge 
and Plymouth cars and Dodge trucks. 
Alden MacLellan, Inc., Allentown, Pa. 


GARAGE FOR SALE 
FOR SALE BIG GARAGE on Main Street. 
Good New Jersey town, low taxes. Sixty 
minutes from New York. Box 425, c/o 
Automotive News, Detroit. 


BUSES FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: BC Mack Bus, 34 adults; 
K48 Dodge Bus, 28 adults; 40 Chev. 
Bus, 21 adults; 34 GMC bus chassis; all 
- reconditioned. Nevin Willis, Mercer, 

a. 


USED CAR AUCTION 


AUCTION 


Every Tuesday -Rain or Shine 


CAIRO, ILLINOIS 


--For Dealers Only-- 
Come Buy!--Come Sell! 


BEN FISHEL AUTOMOBILE 
AUCTION COMPANY 


EQUIPMENT WANTED 


2 AUTOMATIC ELECTRIC DOOR OPEN- 
ERS with motors. Must be capable of 
handling doors 12 Ft. square. Columbia 
Motor Mileage Corp., 125A Harvard 


Avenue, Boston (Allston), Mass. 


MOTOR REBUILDING EQUIPMENT 
WANTED, must be in good condition. 
Will pay cash. 1—14” x 48” Crankshaft 
grinder, 1—Grinder for Clutch Plates, 
Connecting Rods and Ford Push Rods 
(Lempco Model AC or similar), 1— 
Brake Drum Turning Machine (Lempco 
Model JJ or similar) HAL LYNCH MO- 
TOR COMPANY, Jacksonville, Florida. 


EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 


NEARLY NEW large size ‘‘SUN’’ Motor 
Analyzer also ‘‘BEAN’’ Wheel Balancer 
and portable wheel spinner. Box 424, 


c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


WE HAVE A FEW new wrecker tow 
cranes, complete, which we will sacrifice. 
Will fit any type of Pick-up or Truck. 
Address Box 404, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


DEALERSHIP WANTED 


consider any 

potential in excess of 350 vehicles. 
buy all inventories and equipment. 
420, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


INTERESTED IN PURCHASING a dealer- 
ship in New England or New York State. 
Prefer a General Motors Agency with 
potential of 350 to 500 cars. Give full 
particulars. Box No. 409, c/o Automo- 
tive News, Detroit. 


PARTS FOR SALE 


7 COMPLETE NEW SETS Cushions, Lay 
Back, Arm Rests, Mohair Upholstery 
Rear Seat 1942 Master Deluxe Chevro- 
let, 5 Pas. Cpe. $30 complete set. Fac- 
tory list $80. A. C. Chevrolet Co., 
3257 Boulevard, Jersey City, N. J. 


Will 
Box 


Howard Sole, 
Des Moines, Iowa. 


<i eceeeiiss 

WANTED NEW OR USED Radiator Grille 
411070, 411071—-1939 Oldsmobile. State 
price. Box 423, c/o Automotive News, 
Detroit. 


WANTED: Complete Top Assembly for 
1941 Dodge Convertible Coupe. New or 
Used. Call or Write. LOY EICH 
CHEVROLET CoO., Blytheville, Arkansas. 


WILL TRADE 


WILL TRADE THIRTY-FIVE Special 
Deluxe Plymouth Club Coupes _ for 
Plymouth Two or Four Door Sedans. 
Box 421, c/o Automotive News, Detroit. 


4th and Grand, 


Address all Box No. replies in care of Automotive News, 5229 Cass Ave., Detroit 
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word Want Advertisement, under proper heading in the next 


(1) or (3) editions of Automotive News, for which find enclosed $ 
of TEN CENTS (10¢) per word for one insertion or Twenty-five cents (25¢) per word for three inser- 
(No charge for Box Number address when replies are sent in care of Automotive News.) 


» Which is figured at the rate | 





4—( 350 


Dealers Are Alarmed... 


AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, MAY 24, 1943 


Shop Manpower Shrinks 
38% in Chicago 


CHICAGO.—Just how seriously 
the shortage in mechanics and 
partsmen has affected passenger 
car and truck dealers is indicated 
in a report issued last week by the 
Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 

The findings of the CATA are 
based upon returns from 150 deal- 
ers, representing 13 makes of new 
passenger cars and four makes of 
trucks, in one of the most thorugh- 
going surveys ever undertaken on 
the shop manpower situation. 


As compared with 1,771 me- 
chanics and partsmen employed on 
Apr. 15, 1942, the dealers experi- 
enced a shrinkage to 1,095 on the 
same date this year, a decline of 
676, or 38.2 percent. Stated other- 
wise, the dealers had an average of 
12 mechanics and partsmen a year 
ago as against 7 last Apr. 15. 


In response to a question as to 
how many more mechanics they 
expect to lose to the armed forces 
during the succeeding 90 days, the 
dealers placed the number at 225, 
which would mean a total remain- 
ing in the shops of 875 by July 15 


WPB Prohibits 


Scrap 


ping of 
Usable Parts 


WASHINGTON. — Scrapping of 
serviceable used automotive parts 
was stopped last week by the WPB 
with the issuance of Conservation 
Order M-311. 

The new order provides that on 
and after June 1, 1943, irrespective 
of the terms of any contract or 
agreement, no person shall scrap, 
sell or deliver as scrap any used 
automotive part listed in Schedule 
A attached to the order except 
when such part is “no longer 
serviceable.” This probation does 
not apply: 

1. To used automotive parts pre- 
pared for shipment or in transit to 
steel mill foundries or furnaces on 
June 1, 1943. 

2. To used automotive parts 
which on June 1, 1943, are mixed 
with other forms of scrap to an 
extent where segregation is im- 
practicable. 

3. To the sale or delivery of 
vehicles or chassis to auto wreck- 
ers, scrap dealers, automotive deal- 
ers, repair shops and garages, or 
between individuals or to the sale 
and delivery of used automotive 
parts other than as scrap. 

The order in no way prevents 
individuals from selling vehicles to 
automobile wreckers, but it will 
encourage wreckers to retain serv- 
iceable parts for repair instead of 
passing them along to steel mills 
and furnaces in the form of scrap. 

The prohibition against repair- 
ing used parts covers not only 
auto wreckers and scrap dealers, 
but all persons in the business of 
buying or processing used automo- 
tive parts for resale, either rebuilt 
or “ae a 

M-311 also provides that no per- 
son shall sell or deliver any used 
automotive part to a consumer un- 
less the consumer delivers to such 
person a used automotive part of 
similar type and size, except where 
the part for which the consumer 
requires a replacement has been 
stolen or destroyed. 

This restriction does not apply 
in the case of governmental agen- 
cies, prohibited by law from dis- 
posing of used automotive parts. 


unless replacements, which are 
difficult to obtain, are secured. 

The survey states that 44 dealers 
reported the hiring of 77 part-time 
mechanics and eight were able to 
get only 22 employes from the 
United States Employment Service 
since Jan. 1. Twelve dealers hired 
a total of 18 women for parts de- 
partments and colored washers, 
with reports indicating that women 
employes are “unsatisfactory in 
most cases.” 

Of the 150 dealers, 138 or 93 
percent “reported that a hardship 
is now existing in their service de- 
partments, seriously affecting the 
repairing of essential transporta- 
tion.” Dealers stated that “they 
are unable to handle all the way 
from 10 percent to 75 percent of 
the service work now coming in 
to their shops. An average of 33 
percent of repair work is being 
turned way.” 

Reports showed that an average 
of 79 percent of all service work is 
on essential transportation. 

“The manpower situation in the 
automotive repair field must be 
improved soon, or the essential 
transportation necessary to the 
war effort cannot be maintained,” 
the report concludes. 

“Government agencies must curb 
further shifts of mechanics and 
partsmen to other fields. They 
should also help dealers to obtain 
skilled replacements as well as 
men and women who can be train- 
ed to do this work. 

“Selective service has classified 
automotive mechanics as essential, 
but is far from giving them the 
same draft status as skilled work- 
ers in war plants. The armed 
forces need and have skilled me- 
chanics to keep their mechanized 
equipment in top fighting condi- 
tion. Why not the home front?” 


Gas Sale Rules 
Are Amended 


WASHINGTON. — Three changes 
in petroleum Administrative Order 
No. 4, covering hours during which 
motor fuel sales may be made, 
were announced by the Petroleum 
Administration for War last week. 

Under the new amendment, the 
FBI is added to the list of govern- 
mental agencies entitled to pur- 
chase gasoline at any hour of the 
day or night. 

Bulk sales of gasoline, in quanti- 
ties of 50 gallons or more, may be 
made at any time. This will be par- 
ticularly helpful to farmers who 
purchase their farm requirements 
in steel drums of 50-gallons or 
more capacity. 

Provisions regarding the posting 
of selling hours have been defined 
to require that they be posted in 
block, bold-face letters of not less 
than three inches in height, so 
located that they shall be clearly 
visible from all approaches to the 
station. 


Motorists to Get New ‘A’ 


Gas Books by Mail 
WASHINGTON.—Plans by which 
25,000,000 car owners may renew 
their present basic (“A”) gasoline 
rations by mail were announced 
last week by Price Administrator 
Prentiss M. Brown. Specific provi- 
sions for mail renewals for ration 
holders outside the Eastern gas 
shortage area, whose basic books 
will expire on July 21, are con- 
tained in a new amendment to the 
gasoline rationing regulations. 


"42 Net Drops 4.5% 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Council for War Production of 36 automotive vehicles and 


parts manufacturers. 


While the 1942 percentage net profits on sales was cut 
nearly half from that of 1940, last year’s showing may 
still be subject to further downward readjustments, due to 
possible contract renegotiations, said George Romney, 
managing director of the Automotive Council. He explained 
that, through efficient production methods, the automotive 
industry had been able to effect savings running into 
hundreds of millions of dollars, which have been passed 


back to the government. 


Used Tubes Freed 


From Rationing 

WASHINGTON. — All ration- 
ing restrictions on the sale of 
used car and truck inner tubes, 
for which there has been very 
little demand under rationing, 
have been removed, OPA an- 
nounced late last week, Previ- 
ously used tubes could be sold 
only to holders of rationing 
certificates. Since the certifi- 
cates could be used to buy 
_either a used tube or a new one, 
the purchaser usually chose the 
latter. The aetion is designed to 
conserve new tube supplies by 
encouraging the use of about 
765,000 used car tubes and 225,- 
000 used truck tubes, now idle 
in dealers’ stocks. 


Advertising... 


Expansion 

Chrysler Corp. announces it has 
added 55 CBS stations for the 
Major Bowes’ Amateurs program, 
thus placing it on the full U. S. 
Columbia network. 


Chrysler has sponsored Major 
Bowes on Columbia since 1936. At 
present, the show is heard over 
64 stations but, effective May 27, 
the full network will carry the 
program. Handling is Ruthrauff 
& Ryan. 


Campaign 

Auto-Lite Battery Corp.’s adver- 
tising campaign for 1943, an- 
nounced to distributors and dealers 
in advertisements which appeared 
in April automotive trade papers, 
will include all-time high expendi- 
tures in consumer publications. 
Scheduled to carry the campaign 
currently planned for insertions 
beginning in August, are Collier’s, 
Life, Saturday Evening Post, Time, 
Country Gentlemen, Popular Sci- 
ence and Popular Mechanics. Seven 
farm publications are also included 
in the schedule. 


Illustrations picture the unfor- 
tunate situations in which car 
owners find themselves when it 
comes to the purchase of the 
proper type battery. One feature 
of the Auto-Lite Battery pro- 
gram is the fact that the same 
drawings are used to illustrate 
the advertisements in national 
magazines, farm papers, trade 
publications, and point of sale 
material which Auto-Lite sup- 
plies to its dealers. 


Following a custom established 
several years ago, Auto-Lite sup- 
plies free seasonal] kits to its con- 
tract battery dealers. These kits 
are even more colorful than here- 
tofore and contain banners, price 
cards, window trim, counter cards 
and wall or window posters. 


Booklet 


Sharp differences in farm owner- 
ship of automotive equipment are 
revealed in a new study based on 
special tabulations by the U. S. 
Bureau of the Census and an- 
nounced by Successful Farming 
magazine in its booklet, “An 
Analysis Defining Successful Farm- 
ing.” 

Schedules of a sample of sub- 
scribers and of their nonsubscrib- 
ing neighbors, making possible 
comparisons as to the number of 
automobiles and trucks owned, ex- 
penditures for gas and oil, were 
segregated for tabulation. 


Resigns 


Clyde Vandeburg, deputy of OWI 
and chairman of the government’s 
Inter-Agency Production Informa- 
tion committee, has resigned to 
become general manager of the 
Aircraft War Production Council, 
East Coast Inc., with headquarters 
in New York. 

Vandeburg will continue to work 
closely with the Domestic Branch 
of OWI and will serve as non- 
salaried consultant on labor and 
management industrial relations in 
the aircraft field and elsewhere. 
Vandeburg, former assistant to 
the president in charge of indus- 
trial relations for Packard Motor 
Car Co., has been with the gov- 
ernment since January, 1941. 

—Pete WEMHOFF 


Used Car Sales 
Holding Up in 


San Antonio 


SAN ANTONIO.—Used car sales 
here for April, as reported by the 
dealer-members of the San Antonio 


‘ Automobile Trade Assn., continued 


their steady pace. A total of 399 
units were sold, compared to 510 
units in April, 1942, and 396 units 
for last March. 

Sales closed at the end of the 
month with 494 units on hand in 
comparison with 970 on hand a year 
ago. 

Despite the slump experienced 
during the past year, dealers have 
been content to make sales only to 
those persons authorized to pur- 
chase them, giving their full atten- 
tion to parts and replacements and 
service, as well as seasonable ac- 
cessories. Seat cover sales have 
shown up well, and dealers are re- 
porting good returns from these 
sales. 

All dealers and associate dealers 
here are still operating, with busi- 
ness on as even a keel as could 
be expected. 


Divert Gas Tax 
Funds in Neb. 


LINCOLN, Neb.—Paced by an 
unusually active railroad lobby, gas 
tax diversionists staged a most 
successful campaign in the Ne- 
braska Unicameral. A one-cent di- 
version to old age assistance has 
been made a settled policy by the 
passage of LB 60. In other sessions 
the diversion was listed as a tem- 
porary measure with an expira- 
tion limit. LB 60 makes the di- 
version permanent. 

A five-cent gas tax, with one-cent 
diversion to old age assistance, has 
been imposed on the aviation in- 
dustry. 

A few slight gains punctuate the 
failures of the highway users’ 
forces. The weights of loads on 
trucks and their sizes were stand- 
ardized to conform to the military 
vehicles. Motorists may now charge 
gas tax expenditures against gains 
in their income tax statements. 
Ages of truck drivers and their 
hours of labor have been liberalized. 


Obituaries— 


James F. Keating 

BOSTON.—James F. Keating, New 
England division manager of the Ford 
Motor Co., died at the age of 42 in 
Lexington, Mass., last week. He 
joined Ford in 1928 and was promoted 
to manager of Ford retail stores a 
year later. In 1932, Keating became 
New England division manager of 
Lincoln. He had been ill for several 
months. 


K.C. Dealers’ Answer 
Cooperation With USES and WMC Affords 


Supply of Trained 
KANSAS CITY.—Kansas City is 
preparing for the shortage in male 
mechanics. The Kansas City Motor 
Car Dealers Assn., in its “looking 
ahead program,” decided something 
had to be done about the alarming 
shortage in male mechanics. After 
numerous meetings, the associa- 
tion’s labor committee came up 
with what is generally accepted as 
the solving solution to many a 
dealer’s manpower problem with 
emphasis on the male mechanic. 

The Women Training program 
has been under way about four 
weeks and according to the in- 
structors, the women are proving 
apt students. A syndicated news- 
paper article was released and as 
a result, many letters poured into 
the association’s office asking for 
general views on the program and 
the probabilities of it continuing 
to be a success. Asked and answered 
are comparable questions that were 
found in sections of each letter: 

Question No. 1—How did the 
dealer shops obtain the candidates? 

Answer — Through the untiring 
efforts of the United States Em- 
ployment Service. 

2—Are the trainees being paid 
while learning and by whom, and 
how much? 

Answer—Yes the trainee is paid 
50 cents to 55 cents per hour during 
her training. This nets her about 
$22 to $25 per week while learning. 
The sponsoring dealer pays the 
salary. 

8—How long is the course? 

Answer—90 days or more; usually 
this depends largely on the trainee. 
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Logan Appointed 


e = e 
Priorities Chief 

WASHINGTON. — J. A. Krug 
program vice-chairman for 5 
last week announced the appoint- 
ment of W. John Logan, directg 
of the Compliance division, as a 
rector of the Distribution bureau. 

The bureau is responsible for t 
issuance of special and emergency 
priority ratings, maintenance gq 
control records, and provisions fé 
internal adherence to the policies 
established by the program vic 
chairman regarding priorities and 
allocations. The bureau also ins 
cludes the Compliance division a 
the Canadian division. 

Logan succeeds B. C. Heacocl 
who will return to his post 
chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of Caterpillar Tractor 
in Peoria, Ill. Director of the Co 
pliance division of the WPE 
bureau of distribution since la 
December, Logan was formerly 
vice-president of Central Hanove 
Bank and Trust Co., New York. 


Women Mechanics 
4—Who is doing the instructing 
Answer—The Office of Education 

through the War Manpower Com 

mission. ’ 
5—What is the curriculum? 

Answer—The dealer specifies. 

6—How are the trainees being 
allocated among the dealers upon 
graduation? 

Answer—Dealer has control o 
trainee all through their training 
and also after graduation. 

7—What is the attitude of the 
labor unions, if any? 

Answer—Union here is receptiv 
also the Department of Labor ap- 
proves. 

8—What is your personal reas 
tion to this project? 

Answer—A very necessary me 
sure to insure the continued use 
the rolling stock so very badly 
needed for victory to us and o 
allies. 

If a dealer plans to sponsor one 
or more trainees in a program 
this type, it is advised that the 
trainee first be obtained frog 
USES, then certified to the schod 
She works and learns at the same 
time. 

According to the Kansas Ci! 
schedule, the trainee reports to the 
dealer’s shop on Monday at 1 p.y 
and works until 5 p.m. At 6 p.u™ 
she reports to the training class- 
room to receive instructions un 
10 p.m. Tuesday she reports f 


— 


—_ 


as 


— 


— 
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work at eight in the morning and” 


works all day. Wednesday se 

Mnoday’s schedule repeated, and 
the alternation is followed through 
the week. 





